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Friday 18 March. 

Armed with more than 

300 sausages, 14 

loaves of bread, 15 

kilos-plus of different 

salads, a variety of 

sauces,  (no tab l y 

Wattieôs Tomato 

Sauce!), Orangina, 

boxes of paper 

napkins, plastic plates 

and a variety of 

kitchen accoutrements, 

the volunteers were 

ready to prepare and 

serve lunch for 138 

secondary school 

students who took part 

in this annual event. As always, the competition 

was expertly organised by members of the Herne 

Bay branch of the Auckland Pétanque Club. 

Somehow they kept track of all the teams and were 

able to identify the winners! 

 According to Mary McKendrick, long-time 

helper at this annual event, it is one of the most 

enjoyable events on the Alliance social calendar. 

This year, with 24 pistes in action and the constant 

to-ing and fro-ing of so many participants, for the 

inexperienced onlooker the progress of the 

competition was difficult to follow. But it was not 

difficult to appreciate the enthusiasm of the 

players and their skill. The students obviously 

enjoyed the day and some of the teams did indeed 

show considerable skill. 

 We are indebted to the volunteers from the 

Petanque Association. 

It would be impossible 

for us to hold this 

event without their 

participation. Thanks 

to them we look 

fo rward  to  the 

competition every 

year. They make us 

very welcome, and we 

feel safe with their 

efficient organization, 

for without their 

expertise I doubt that 

the Alliance sponsors 

would have any idea 

who had won! 

 We would like to 

acknowledge our 

helpers ð a special thank you to Paul who 

manned the barbeque, and our thanks to 

Marceline, Mary, Michele, John Goodman, John 

Martins, and our stagiaires Pauline, Chloé and 

Marine, all of whom cheerfully coped with the 

tasks of spreading mountains of bread, serving the 

food and tidying up the inevitable clutter in the 

kitchen. We would particularly like to thank 

Rosemary Arnoux who, on behalf of the Alliance, 

opened the event and graciously handed out the 

prizes at the close of the competition. 

 

Congratulations to the prize-winners: 

First Prize: Trophy - Rangitoto Team 2 

Plate - St Kentigern Team 4 

Bowl - Aorere College Team 2 

Interschool Pétanque, 2011 

 

À carreau: A special 
feat in which the 
shooter knocks out 
the opponent's 
boule while leaving 
his boule at or very 
near the point of 
impact  

This competition 

was sponsored by 

the Alliance Fran-

çaise and the follow-

ing companies: 

DHL Global For-

warding, LôOr®al, 

Air Tahiti Nui , La 

Boutique, Frogs-in-

NZ. 
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Le Mot 
From the President 

A new Committee was elected by the members of the Alliance Fran­aise dôAuckland at the Annual General Meeting held on 

Saturday, 19 March. 

As the incoming President, I am really looking forward to the challenges which the next twelve months will bring. There is much to 

be done, but we have a great team in our Committee - administration, teachers, students and members whose enthusiasm and 

commitment will ensure that the Alliance makes the most of every opportunity. 

The Alliance had a stand at the International Festival held recently at the Memorial Park in Mount Roskill. A wide range of diff erent 

nationalities and cultures was represented there, and there was lots of delicious food and plenty of entertainment. The Festival 

illustrated what a truly multicultural city Auckland has become, with the Alliance proudly being part of it all. Many thanks to 

everyone involved. 

French culture is alive and well in Auckland and the Alliance is at the heart of the action. We support educational initiatives in 

schools, events such as the Bastille Day celebrations, programmes for children and young people, visiting artists from francophone 

countries and much, much more. 

If you are new to the Alliance, a great way to get to know people ï and, if you are a learner, to build your skills in spoken French - is 

to come along to our petit déjeuner on Saturday morning. And, as an added incentive, we have two Saturday presentations this 

month: the first, on 9 April by Dr Harold Coop on translating European art to the New Zealand context, the second, on 30 April, 

on the adventures of the French research schooner Tara in the Arctic ice. 

Another great opportunity to engage in some congenial French conversation is to come along to our monthly Apéro drinks at the 

Billfish Café. Better still, bring a friend! 

See you there! 

 

John Martins 

Les Nouvelles de lôAlliance Fran­aise dôAuckland 

Contributors: Mary McKendrick, Chloé Money. Translations: Rosemary Arnoux, Jean-Claude Ortscheid. Editor: David Elliott. 

The Alliance stand at the Auckland International Festival, last month. Thanks to all volunteers in-

volved, and to our sponsors at the event, Ricard and Akié. 
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Harold Coop, previously an eye surgeon, is now a landscape painter, ex-

hibiting mainly at the International Art Centre in Parnell. He is included in 

the book New Zealandôs Favourite Artists. A book about his painting, A 

Vision of New Zealand was released by Saint Publishing in 2007. 

His works hang in many private collections; two in the Governor-Generalôs 

Auckland residence, and a diptych in the Fisher and Paykel Clinical Educa-

tion Centre, Auckland City Hospital. His seven-metre illuminated mural is 

at the entrance to the University of Auckland School of Medicine. 

The artistôs main interest is in applying the discoveries of previous art 

movements to New Zealand landscape. He has also painted in France, and 

will tell some anecdotes about this. 

He believes that painters should incorporate into our landscape painting the 

lessons from mediaeval artists, Impressionists, Fauves, colourists and ab-

stractionists. 

He uses ómediaevalô gold colour to denote how precious is our land, and 

borrows from modern colourists to create semi-abstract imaginative land-

scape. 

His talk, in English, will have a short introduction, followed by a Power-

point presentation, showing paintings of landscape, combined with ab-

straction. 
Flower Sellers, Honfleur (H. Coop) 

Summer, Northland (H. Coop) 

Petit Déjeuner Speaker: Dr Harold Coop 
Saturday, 9 April at 10am  

Enfants de 3 à 10 ans/children 

3 to 10 years old  

Maritime museum  

LA MER / THE SEA  

L`ASTRONOMIE/ASTRONOMY  

Stardome observatory  

For information and enrolment contact us 

at  

alliance@ihug.co.nz or 09 376 0009  

Du 18 au 29 Avril 2011  

From 18 to 29 April 2011  

DELF/DALF Award Ceremony  
Saturday, 26 March 

Congratulations to latest DELF/DALF recipients, diplomas presented 

by Dr Rosemary Arnoux (third from left). The ceremony was held at 

the Alliance Fran­aise dôAuckland. 

Saturday mornings = ôPetit d®jeunerõ 

From 10.00 to midday - coffee and pâtisseries $2.00 

Office now open Saturday mornings for course enquiries 

and registration. 
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Les Trempeurs, (Alliance Tramping Club) Next outing: Shakespear Park. 

For details, see: www.lestrempeurs.blogspot.com 

AFA Book Club 4.30 to 5.30pm, Tuesday 26 April OR Wednesday 27 April 

Events 

April 2011:  

Activities/Cultural Events 

DELF - DALF Next examination sessions 

DELF: 14 May 2011  �‡�����'�(�/�)���-�8�1�,�2�5����7 May 2011 

 

Ciné Club - Nannerl, la s�� ur de Mozart (2010) 
Monday 18 April, 6pm at The Bridgeway 
René Feret's vivacious costume drama about Mozart's talented older sister Nannerl is a vivid portrayal of 18th century pre-

revolutionary France. This beautifully shot film (the film-makers were allowed to film at Versailles) is further enhanced by 

stunning set design, costumes, and Marie-Jeanne Serero's musical composition. 

Dr Harold Coop talks about his second life as an artist at the Petit Déjeuner. 

Saturday 9 April, 10am 

This talk, in English, will have a short introduction, followed by a Powerpoint presentation, showing paint-
ings of landscape, combined with abstraction. 
�7�K�H���D�U�W�L�V�W�¶�V���P�D�L�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�V���L�Q���D�S�S�O�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���D�U�W���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V���W�R���1�H�Z���=�H�D�O�D�Q�G���O�D�Q�G��
scape. He has also painted in France, and will tell some anecdotes about this. There will be plenty of 

visual stimulation, loads of colour, and a little music. 

Soirée Apéro Friday, 8 April, from 5.00 pm at the Billfish Café (Unit 3, Z pier, 

31 Westhaven Drive). 

Chasse aux îufs - Childrenôs Easter Egg Hunt  
Saturday, 16 April 

Tara Arctic: Film screening, followed by a talk and Q&A  

Saturday 30 April, 10.30am to 12.30pm 

TERM 1 ENDS Friday 15 April  

HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES START: Monday, 18 April 

�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���+�R�O�L�G�D�\���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H 

Ask at the Alliance Française Office for details. 

French Intensive Conversation 

New Beginner Intensive Courses 

The Alliance Fran­aise dôAuckland is closed Saturday, 23 April 


