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From the salt desert of Terra del Fuego, to the 

dunes of Namibia and the shores of Zanzibar, 

from the Arabian Sea to the Himalayan moun-

tains, this is a discovery of that 'elsewhere', of 

others - and of oneself. 

Through this exhibition, 

Hakim Alj invites us to 

join him on his voyage 

around the world. The 

poetry in these photo-

graphs invites us to 

make our own voyage. 

 Hakim's interest in 

photography was in-

spired by a photogra-

pher friend, and the rise 

of the digital camera. 

Rather frustrated to be 

limited to just two or 

three weeks of holiday a 

year for travelling, the 

desire to make a grand 

tour without time con-

straints gradually took 

form in his mind. In 

2008, armed with a 

Nikon D90 he set off. 

He covered the length 

and breadth of South 

America, before heading for Africa and Asia.  

 There were many adventures ï like trying to 

hike to the southernmost tip of South America 

and the fabled Beagle Chanel, just 1000 km 

from Antarctica ï only to be turned back by 

waist-high snow, that threatened hypothermia, 

and buried the trail way-marks. 

 In India, Hakim was impressed by the so-

cietal structures that come from such a gather-

ing of humanity ï from the railways to the sys-

tem for handling the city of Mumbai's laundry 

that uses only manual labour and human mem-

ory, but has never misplaced an item of cloth-

ing! 

 He found respite from the thronging sub-

continent in Nepal, 

where the scenery  re-

takes centre-stage. He 

got to Annapurna base 

camp ï itself at an alti-

tude of thousands of 

metres ï in heavy fog. 

By the morning, the fog 

had cleared and the 

mountain, towering 

thousands more metres 

above, was dramatically 

revealed. 

 Arriving in New 

Zealand 18 months ago, 

Hakim spent the first six 

months touring in a 

camper van ï living ñla 

vie de gitanò - before 

settling in Wellington. 

 What's next? - Ha-

kim says he wants to 

profit from being in the 

region, to tour the is-

lands of the Pacific, then 

on to Asia and maybe returning to Europe 

through Russia. Perhaps on the Trans-Siberian, 

perhaps by road, but definitely taking time to 

stop often and be immersed in the places. 

 

The exhibitionôs Auckland showing was opened 

by Alliance Française de Nouvelle-Zélande 

Délégué Général, M. Jean-Victor Martin on 10 

June. The exhibition is on at La Cantine du 

Torchon, 265 Ponsonby Road, until the end of 

June. 

Exhibition: Discover the World with Us  Prize Draw  

Discover the World With Us 

Be in with the chance to win a 
trip for two to Tahiti, flying with 
Air Tahiti Nui, Auckland ï Pa-
peete return, staying three 
nights at the Radisson Plaza 
hotel. Get your entry form at 
the exhibition. 

This exhibition has been real-
ised thanks to the support of: 

The French Embassy 

Harbour City Travel 

Fuji Xerox 

Radisson 

Imagelab 

Air Tahiti Nui 

Bastille Day Celebration 

2011! 

Tickets now on sale! 

See page 5 for details 

Book Now For 

Childrenõs Holiday 

Programme - 

Starts 18 July  

See page 3  
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Le Mot  
From the President 

June already! How quickly the year is passing, with so much going on at the Alliance. 

 In particular, we have been exploring ways of improving our service to members in both language learning and cultural events. It is planned to 

introduce some changes next term to improve your learning experience, with more focus on identifying your learning needs, ensuring you receive 

the right level of teaching and measuring your progress, so that you can get the best possible value from your classes. Some classes may be 

allocated differently between teachers and students but you will benefit from these positive changes and we will have more resources to commit to 

a vibrant cultural events programme. 

 At the Annual General Meeting in March, the members present voted to increase membership fees by $10 a year across all categories of 

membership. Membership fees have remained unchanged for many years and this ócatch-upô will assist the Alliance to meet ever increasing costs 

without compromising the quality of the services provided  to members. This increase will come into effect for membership renewals and new 

memberships from 1 July. 

Meanwhile, the photo exhibition of images by the renowned globetrotting French photographer, Hakim Alj, was launched at La Cantine, the 

French restaurant at 265 Ponsonby Road, on Friday 10 June and his work remains on display in their upstairs rooms. Next time youôre passing, do 

call in to admire his work. 

 This month, on Friday 24 June at 6.30pm weôll be combining our Apéro informal drinks with a quiz night, venue upstairs at La Cantine. 

The staff are very welcoming and itôs good to get together in an atmosphere which is very French; itôs an ideal opportunity to practice your French 

conversation in a relaxed environment. Thatôs followed, on Monday 27 June at 6pm, by our cinema evening at the Bridgeway featuring My 

afternoons with Margueritte, a delightful light-hearted film starring Gerard Depardieu. 

 The highlight of the year is not so far away now, with the 14 July festivities which celebrate the storming of the Bastille in 1789. Once again, 

the Alliance is combining its resources in partnership with associations representing the French community in Auckland to present a spectacular 

ball with stage entertainments, food stalls, dancing and good company. Over 600 people attended last year and had a great time. Children are 

welcome. From 7pm to midnight Friday 15 July at the Freemanôs Bay Community Centre. Tickets are available now from the Alliance. 

À bientôt 

John Martins 

Les Nouvelles de lôAlliance Fran­aise dôAuckland 

Contributors: Amy Baker, Lee Harris. Translations: Rosemary Arnoux, Jean-Claude Ortscheid. Editor: David Elliott. 

The Alliance Fran­aise dõAuckland provides a unique lan-

guage service. All teachers are qualified French native speak-

ers. Interact, communicate and work in small groups of  5 - 12 

people using the most advanced audio -visual methods. The 

majority of our classes are held at the Alliance, 9 Kirk Street, 

Grey Lynn.  

2 HOURS/WEEK FOR 10 WEEKS- $320- FROM MONDAY TO THURS-

DAY 

Develop and improve written and spoken skills in a dynamic 

and interactive classroom environment.  

DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. 2 HOURS/DAY FOR 1 WEEK- $160/

WEEK- $320/2 WEEKS- FROM MONDAY TO FRIDAY  

Improve your listening and speaking skills quickly. Become 

more confident and have fun speaking French!  

Improve your conversational French using clippings from 

French newspapers, video or magazine articles. The aim is  to 

build your confidence and ability to speak French in a group, 

about everyday life topics.  

$350/10 WEEKS (class held on Saturday mornings)  

Obtain an official qualification from the French Ministry of Edu-

cation to certify your competency in the French language!  

DELF Junior exam 5 November  

DELF/DALF exam 12 November  

Did you know? Young children who hear foreign speech will 

find it easier to learn a foreign language later in life. That is 

why, at the Alliance Fran­aise dõAuckland, we are developing 

our childrenõs and teenagersõ classes. You will find classes for 2 

to 16 year olds, Intensive Holiday Programme for 5 to 10 olds 

and one to one lesson for your childõs specific needs and de-

mands.  

1 HOUR / WEEK FOR 10 WEEKS - $155 

FOR 5 TO 10 YEAR OLDS - $250/WEEK - FROM MONDAY TO FRI-

DAY 

A fun way to learn French during the holiday! Cooking, singing, 

acting, craft activities, visitsé 

$265/SESSION (class held on Saturday mornings)  

If you are planning a trip to France and want to make the dif-

ference with some knowledge of the local language, this 

course is made for you!  

(NEW BEGINNERS ONLY) 

18 - 29 July 10am - 4pm  

10 - 21 October  10am - 4pm  
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L`HIVER: 
Songs:Vive le vent 

Art & craft : the forecasting  frog  

Games : the frozen statue 

L`ETE  
Songs: Colchique 
Art& craft : beach souvenir  Games: 1-2-3 soleil 

9am t i l l  3pm   ǅ  $50 per  per  day    ǅ  Bring your  own lunch  

More  info:  a l l iance@ihug.co.nz or  09  376  0009  

L`AUTOMNE  

Songs: l`Automne est arrivé  

Art`n craft:  dimensional 

art  

Show : repetition 

Les vêtements  

Games : the automate  

Songs : Alouette  

Art & craft :Build and dress your 

own puppet 

Le sport Songs: Jean petit qui danse Games : olympiques games             -  sports to mime  
Art&craft : scenery making for the show 

SPECTACLE/Show  

Cooking :  pain perdu  

Costumes making : dress up , make-up....  

Show at 2pm : all parents are invited  

SPECTACLE/Show  

Cooking :  ginger bread men 

Costume making : dress up , makeup.... 

Show at 2pm : all parents are invited  

 The body /le corps  

Art& craft:Building a puppet 

Songs : Les choux  

Gymnastique: 

 The wake-up of the puppet 

LE PRINTEMPS 

Songs: Voici le mois de mai  

Art & craft : framing the spring 

Games : - Colin maillard, 

                - Air, terre, mer  

Les 5 sens /5 sens  Art &craft :  the tongue ,and taste Games : -Jacques a dit  
          - the sounds for the body 

Childrenôs Yoga
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